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BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 19 

baptized by Apollos, who had no authority to perform the 
baptism of John. It is supposed they were saved and in the 
same condition that John's disciples were before Jesus came, 
except that they did not have scriptural baptism; and, of 
course, they did not know that Jesus had already come and 
fulfilled His mission. If any wish to regard them as unsaved 
until Paul preached to them, the writer will take no issue with 
them. However, the vital point is that when Paul gave them 
scriptural baptism and laid hands on them, constituting them a 
scriptural church, then the same gift of the Holy Spirit came on 
them that came on the Jerusalem church on Pentecost. 

The laying on of hands is related to the working of miracles. 
In the case of Jesus, it signifies the bestowing of the working 
power of the Holy Spirit, which came on Him immediately after 
His own baptism (John 1:32, 33). The Spirit is the working 
agent in the Godhead. In the case of the church members, the 
laying on of hands denotes the bestowing of the authority that 
is given into the hands of the church. Let it be carefully noted 
that this sometimes included miraculous workings in the 
apostolic days, but miraculous powers were withdrawn at the 
end of the apostolic age when the completed Bible was given (I 
Corinthians 13: 8-10). 

Today, a church receives the benefits of this special office 
work of the Holy Spirit as soon as it is duly constituted a 
church, but it does not include the working of miraculous 
powers. Individuals receive these benefits as soon as they are 
duly constituted as church members. Church membership is 
consummated when one comes up out of the water of baptism. 

If one wishes to regard it that way, a person now receives 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the same time he receives 
scriptural baptism in water. Whatever benefits this baptism 
has for him remain with him as long as he remains in the faith. 
If he ceases to continue in the faith, he becomes the kind of 
castaway Paul mentioned at I Corinthians 9:27. This is the kind 
of castaway Moses became when the Lord killed him in the 
wilderness. It is the rejection of a saved person, not from 
salvation, but from the position and relationship of an accepted 
worker and witness in the world. 

No, individuals as such do not receive a baptism of the Holy 
Spirit today whereby they do miraculous works. All true 
churches since the Pentecost after the ascension of Jesus have 
had the baptism of the Holy Spirit as long as they have been 
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true churches. But the miraculous element was taken away 
when the Bible became a full witness of the truth of God. 

According to Revelation 16: 13, 14, anyone who works 
miracles today does it by a visitation from an unholy spirit 
rather than a baptism of the Holy Spirit. Anyone who purports 
to work miracles now does it either by pure fraud, by 
hypnotism ( the power of mind over matter), or by the power 
and influence of demon spirits. God certainly works through 
providence in the field of human instrumentality, but men do 
not perform miracles by His power today. Otherwise, why do 
the miracle workers of today not raise the dead, cure the 
incurably ill, multiply food by thousands and rise into Heaven 
as Jesus did? 



















































































THE DOCTRINE OF HELL 61 

Third, there is the period of waiting in death, where the 
saved are comforted and the unsaved are tormented by 
anticipation of what is to come in the future (Luke 16:25).

After the period of waiting in death, there comes first the 
resurrection of the saved wherein we are judged, and each one 
begins to enter into his final eternal condition. A thousand 
years later, the unsaved are resurrected and judged at the 
white throne judgment (Revelation 20:5-15), and they are all 
cast into the lake of fire to remain forever. While the unsaved 
as soon as they die begin to see very vividly what their final 
destiny is to be, I do not believe they are actually cast into the 
lake of fire until after the white throne judgment, though they 
suffer terribly by anticipation. 

As to-the why of death, II Corinthians 4:4 refers to the Devil 
as the god of the world. At Job 1:7, Satan tells Jehovah in, 
effect, that he has been in the earth running his legitimate 
business. Hebrews 2:14 tells us that the Devil has the power 
(really the might) of death. Death must hold a certain amount 
of sway until Christ progressively destroys every claim of the 
Devil. 

The saved dead went into the prison house of death - Sheol, 
and they remained there until Jesus died and likewise entered 
by his spirit (I Peter 3:18, 19). This is why the Old Testament 
saints were all their lifetime held in bondage to the fear of 
death (Hebrew 2:15). It is true, however, that God held the 
Devil in restraint, even in the realm of death, for the saved 
were comforted there. 

Now let us try to trace the steps of Jesus in death. At John 
12:31, Jesus facing the cross says, "Now is the judgment of this 
world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out." 
Something that would happen in His death would give a great 
setback to the Devil. 

Hebrews 2:14 says that through death Jesus would destroy 
him who had the might of death, that is the Devil. Ephesians 
4:9 says that Christ descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth. This was exactly where both Sheol and Hades were 
reputed by the ancients to be. Ephesians 4:10 says the same 
Christ who descended to this region also ascended to the 
utmost heights of Heaven. Ephesians 4:8 states that when He 
ascended, He led captive captivity. In Revelations 1:18, Jesus 
identifies Himself this way: "I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
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